AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
U.S. Appln. No.: 09/833,737 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended): A printing system for printing information received by a user 

via the Internet, comprising: 

an information sending apparatus operable to provide information via the Internet; 

a terminal unit for receiving said information provided by said information sending 
apparatus and operable to print said information with a printer; and 

a printing managing apparatus operable to obtain a printing cost for printing said 
information by said printer and to compensate a user for said printing cost, said printing 
managing apparatus compensating a user for said printing cost by charging said printing cost to 
said information sending apparatus, and said printing managing apparatus charging said printing 
cost to said information sending apparatus by means of a point having substantially the same 
value as said printing cost, said point being usable on the IntemetT; 

wherein said printing managing apparatus comprising: a 
statistics database for storing the number of printing request of said information form said 
terminal unit and the number of purchases of advertised objects bv said information. 

2. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said information 
provided by said information providing system is an advertisement, and said point is provided 
when said advertisement is printed. 
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3. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said point is electronic 

money. 

4. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said point is applied as 
payment to replenish consumable items of said printer. 

5. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said printer includes a 
print certifying unit operable to issue an electronic certificate for certifying that said printer has 
printed said information satisfactorily, and 

said printing managing apparatus includes a point certifying unit operable to 
certify said electronic certificate issued by said print certifying unit. 

6. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 5, wherein said print certifying unit 
encrypts said electronic certificate, and 

said point certifying unit decrypts said encrypted electronic certificate. 

7. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 6, wherein said printing managing 
apparatus determines whether or not a version of encryption software for encrypting said 
electronic certificate is the newest, and allows said encryption software to be updated when said 
version of said encryption software is not the newest. 

8. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 5, wherein said printer includes a 
printing monitoring unit operable to monitor whether or not said printing of said information has 
been finished satisfactorily, and 

said print certifying unit issues said electronic certificate when said printing 
monitoring unit determines that said printing of said information has been finished satisfactorily. 
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9. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 5, wherein said printing monitoring 
unit detects a type of paper to be used for said printing, and 

said print certifying unit issues said electronic certificate when said printing monitoring 
unit determines that said type of paper is a predetermined type of paper. 

10. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said printing managing 
apparatus includes a user database with a printing environment of said printer stored for each 
user, and 

said print certifying unit issues said electronic certificate when said printing monitoring 
unit determines that said type of paper is a type of paper registered in said user database. 

11. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said terminal unit is 
operable to print information other than said information for which said printing cost is 
compensated, and to select whether or not said other information is added to said information for 
which said printing cost is compensated. 

12. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said printing managing 
apparatus includes an identifying-information providing unit operable to add a user ID for 
specifying a user of said terminal unit and printing identifying information, which specifies the 
contents of said information, to said information, 

said printer prints said user ID and said printing identifying information as well as said 
information, and 
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said printing managing apparatus obtains said user ID and said printing identifying 
information via the Internet to record said user ID and said printing identifying information 
therein. 

13. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 5, wherein said printing managing 
apparatus includes a user database in which a printing environment of said printer is stored for 
each user and a printing cost calculating unit operable to calculate said printing cost based on the 
contents of said user database and said electronic certificate. 

14. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said printing managing 
apparatus includes a printing history database having a printing history for each user, and 
restricts a number of sheets printed in a predetermined period for a user so as not to exceed a 
predetermined limit. 

15. (Original): A printing system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a consumable 
ordering apparatus operable to make said terminal unit find a remaining amount of consumable 
items of said printer and to place an order for said consumable items based on said remaining 
amount of said consumable items, 

wherein said point is applicable as payment for said ordered consumable items. 

16. (Currently Amended): A printing system for compensating a user for printing 
information received by the user via the Internet, comprising: 

an information sending apparatus operable to provide information via the Internet to a 
terminal unit that is operable to print said information with a printer; and 
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a printing managing apparatus operable to obtain a printing cost for printing said 
information by said printer and to compensate a user for said printing cost, said printing 
managing apparatus compensating a user for said printing cost by charging said printing cost to 
said information sending apparatus by means of a point having substantially the same value as 
said printing cost, said point being usable on the IntemetT; 

wherein said printing managing apparatus comprising: a 
statistics database for storing the number of printing request of said information from said 
terminal unit and the number of purchases of advertised objects by said information. 

17. (New): A printing system as claimed in claim 12, 

wherein said contents of said information provided by said information sending apparatus is an 
advertisement and said printing managing apparatus obtains said user ID and said printing 
identifying information via Internet from a shop selling an object in relation to said 
advertisement brought by said user. 

18. (New): A printing system as claimed in claim 17, said user ID and said printing 
identifying information are decoded in a bar code. 
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